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Signage and Donor Recognition on Communication Materials
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Human Interest Stories 

Single mothers able to register their children in Angola

With European Union funding and UNICEF support, the Ministry of Justice and Human Rights and 
the Ministry of Education started offering birth registration services in selected schools across the 
country during the enrollment season. 

On the initiative’s launch, June 20th 2018, Ana Quinau was one of the mothers who took advantage 
of the civil registration opportunity. Due to lack of support from the father, she had not been able to 
register Delfina and Ferreira, aged 12 and 13. 

It is precisely this type of late registration cases that the Government of Angola targets with the 
‘Birth Registration in Schools’ programme. Mother and children left the school with their registration 
certificates in hand the same day and might add the father’s name later.

Who are the heroes that make Birth Registration possible on far corners of 
Angola?

Families, activists, community leaders and mobile brigades come together to reduce the number of 
children without birth registration in the country

It was an unusually busy day at the peaceful village of Tchitali, 15 kilometers distant from Luena, 
capital of Moxico Province, east of Angola. At the village’s central shed, a structure called Jango –
 a place where the important decisions of the village are taken – white chairs are set up, tables
 arranged and two queues formed. Women and men are waiting on different sides, while curious 
children try to figure what is happening. It is not a local ceremony or festivity, for mothers and 
fathers, it was birth registration day: A mobile brigade of registrars was spending the day at the 
village to register children from 0 to 13 years of age.

On a normal sunny Tuesday, 25-year-old José Evaristo would be going to the fields to work. Father 
of four, he has only two of his children registered. With his wife, he went to the jango after being 
informed by the village’s regional authority, the regedor.

“The registration is important because we can travel anywhere and I have a testimony that the son 
is mine”, he says.

For 26-year-old Rosa da Conceição, the mobile brigades were the only way to register her offspring. 
Two of her four kids were registered on previous visits and she is waiting to complete the other two 
today.

Like José and Rosa, several parents in Angola postpone their children’s access to civil registration 
due to long distances to the nearest registration point, leaving many boys and girls deprived of a 
basic right and making their enrollment in school difficult after the sixth grade.
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“The city it is far away and I do not have money to go and register there”, explains Rosa, whose 
income depends entirely on agriculture in the nearby fields.
Families in the region get to spend about 2,000 kwanzas – roughly 6.5 dollars – in transportation to 
the province’s capital, where a registration center is located.

Coordination and integration for Birth Registration

The mobile brigades are the result of the effort and coordination of social activists and community 
leaders with the support of the APROSOC and the Birth Registration and Justice for Children 
projects, both funded by the European Union.

Tchiema Tchicassi, 22, is an activist at the region’s Center for Integrated Social Action (CASI) pilot 
project of decentralization of social services which is being implemented in selected provinces of 
the country. Together with five other young people, he continuously works with the Tchitali 
community to identify vulnerability cases.

“We accompanied all the cases of 0 to 13 year-old children without registration and we were able to 
request a mobile brigade from Luena to come here”, he proudly remembers. 
He points out that his work involves the whole community. “We travel weekly to the village, where we 
work with the school principals, the chiefs (regedores), and church members. They tell us where the 
children without birth registration are and their ages”, says Tchicassi.

For the village’s regedor, José Cassoma, the lack of registration is a common challenge, so he 
supports the identification of boys and girls with the parent’s help. “We go from house to house and 
the parents provide us with the data of children who do not have the documents.”
The mobile registration brigade is composed mostly of young people. Cláudia Dandula is one of 
them. She has been visiting several villages over the last four months, sometimes staying overnight 
without much infrastructure. But she doesn’t regret it, as she is aware of the importance of her 
activity.

Because her group often travels long distances, they must double check if they are carrying all 
materials. “The first thing to pack is the registration book, then the birth certificates, pens and all the 
supporting materials which make the registration possible”, she says. 
Despite all daily challenges, including lack of materials or parents without the necessary documents, 
Cláudia is happy because “she helps people who can’t go to the city to acquire the Angolan 
citizenship. “

The joy after registration

After more than an hour and a half standing in line, José Evaristo, his wife and Rosa da Conceição 
finally manage to register their children. Because of the high demand, however, they could only get 
one registration each, and not the two intended.
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Ana Quinau registered Ferreira, 13, and Delfi na, 
12

Without the father’s presence, Rosa da 
Conceição registered her baby during the visit 
of the BR brigade

José Cassoma is committed to ensure that no 
child in his community is without birth 
registration

José Evaristo and his wife waited in line for 
more than a nhour to register one their children

Tchiema Tchicassi is a social activist of 
APROSOC programme

Cláudia Dandula is part of the mobile team and 
spent much time to ensure that children have 
birth registration
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José Evaristo and his wife are happy for having 
one more children with birth registration

Rosa da Conceição promises to keep her 
daughter’s birth registration safe 

Diario de Noticias, Portugal on Children’s Day, 2020
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Annex 2
Birth Registration and Justice for Children Programme Logical 
Framework
Logical Framework for Birth Registration and Justice for Children in Angola
BR – J4C
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660 registration units in health centers digitized, additional 10 working with manual system
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7Such systems are now available in the 18 provinces
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8Despite the efforts during the project, many challenges were faced to raise awareness on procedures due to the low literacy of the popu-
lation in rural areas and challenges to engage hard to reach areas, even using methods adapted to these groups (theatre, community dia-
logue); but even in this context the project raised the profile of birth registration. Out of the parents reached by the responsible fatherhood 
initiative, 87.7% said they would register their children, noting even higher rates (93%) among younger parents (18-24 years)
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9Number represents percentual increase in reporting of VAC (all INAC’s categories), comparing the number of reports in 2019 - whole year 
(3,142), and the number of reports received during 1st month of functioning of SOS Criança (5,070) - in target provinces. 


